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Annotation. This article analyzes the pragmatic aspects of discourse in the work Fotima va
Zuhra, focusing on its detective elements. The study examines implicature, speech acts, and
communicative strategies in the characters’ dialogues. The findings reveal that pragmatic tools
play a significant role in plot development and character representation

Annotatsiya.Ushbu maqolada Fotima va Zuhra asarida diskursning pragmatik jihatlari tahlil
qilinadi. Xususan, detektiv unsurlar asosida qahramonlar nutqidagi yashirin ma’no, implikatura,
nutq aktlari va kommunikativ strategiyalar o‘rganiladi. Tadqiqot natijalari shuni ko‘rsatadiki,
asarda pragmatik vositalar syujet rivoji va gahramon xarakterini ochishda muhim rol o‘ynaydi.

AHHOTanuA.B 1aHHOW CTaThe pacCMAaTPUBAIOTCS NPArMaTUYECKHE acleKThl JUCKypca B
npousBeneHnn Fotima va Zuhra ¢ akieHTOM Ha JIETEKTUBHBIC JJIEMEHTBI. AHAITH3UPYIOTCS
UMIUIMKATYpbl, pPEYEBbIE AaKTbl W KOMMYHMKATHBHBIE CTpaTeruud repoes. PesynbTaThl
MOKA3bIBAIOT BAXKHYIO POJIb IPArMaTHYECKUX CPEJICTB B PA3BUTHH CHOKETA
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Introduction. In contemporary linguistics, the study of discourse and pragmatics has
become an essential field for understanding how meaning is constructed beyond the literal level
of language.As a mentioned P.Grice pragmatics, as a discipline, examines how context
influences interpretation, while discourse analysis focuses on language use in real
communicative situations.! Literary texts, especially those belonging to the detective genre,
provide a rich ground for such analysis due to their reliance on hidden meanings, indirect
communication, and strategic dialogue.The work Fotima va Zuhra represents a compelling
example of how pragmatic elements function within a narrative that contains elements of
mystery and investigation. The interactions between characters are not merely vehicles for
storytelling but serve as complex communicative acts through which deeper meanings are
conveyed. This article aims to analyze how pragmatic mechanisms such as implicature, speech
acts, and communicative strategies operate within the discourse of the text and contribute to its
detective nature. Another important dimension of pragmatic analysis in Fotima va Zuhra is the
role of presupposition in shaping the discourse. Presupposition refers to background assumptions
that speakers take for granted during communication®. In the narrative, characters often construct
their utterances based on shared or assumed knowledge, which is not explicitly stated but
understood within the context. This implicit layer of meaning creates a deeper level of

1 H .Paul Grice. Logic and Conversation. In: Cole, Syntax and Semantics, Vol. 3. New York: Academic Press, 1975,
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interpretation, requiring the reader to actively reconstruct the communicative situation.In many
dialogues, presuppositions function as a tool for controlling information flow. A character may
ask a question that already contains an assumption, thereby influencing how the interlocutor
responds. This strategy is particularly relevant in detective discourse, where revealing too much
information directly would undermine the suspense. Instead, the gradual uncovering of
presupposed meanings keeps the narrative engaging and intellectually stimulating.

Another significant pragmatic feature is deixis, which refers to linguistic elements that
depend on context for their interpretation, such as pronouns, time expressions, and spatial
references. In the work, deictic expressions contribute to the dynamic nature of the discourse by
anchoring the events in specific contexts while simultaneously allowing shifts in perspective.
These shifts can create ambiguity, especially when the reference points are not clearly defined,
thereby reinforcing the detective atmosphere.Politeness strategies also play a crucial role in the
interactions between characters.’ Drawing on pragmatic theories of politeness, it can be observed
that characters often mitigate their statements to avoid direct confrontation or to maintain social
harmony. However, in a detective context, such politeness may mask underlying tension or
conflict. A seemingly polite remark may carry a hidden accusation or suspicion, demonstrating
how pragmatic nuances influence the interpretation of discourse.Furthermore, the concept of
conversational maxims introduced by Herbert Paul Grice is frequently violated in the text.
Characters may deliberately provide less information than required, exaggerate certain details, or
shift relevance in order to mislead others. These violations are not random but serve specific
narrative purposes, such as creating doubt, concealing intentions, or guiding the reader toward
particular interpretations.The interplay between explicit and implicit meaning is another defining
characteristic of the discourse. While the surface structure of the text presents a coherent
storyline, the underlying pragmatic layer reveals multiple interpretations. This dual structure is
essential for the detective genre, as it allows the author to construct a narrative that is both
accessible and complex.

Additionally, silence and pauses in dialogue can be interpreted as meaningful pragmatic
elements. The absence of speech often conveys hesitation, uncertainty, or deliberate withholding
of information. In many instances, what is left unsaid becomes more significant than what is
explicitly expressed. This highlights the importance of considering not only linguistic forms but
also contextual and paralinguistic factors in discourse analysis.Overall, these additional
pragmatic features—presupposition, deixis, politeness strategies, maxim violations, and the use
of silence—demonstrate the richness of the discourse in Fotima va Zuhra. They contribute to the
complexity of the narrative and enhance its detective qualities by engaging the reader in an
active process of interpretation.Theoretical Background.The analysis of pragmatic aspects in
discourse is grounded in key linguistic theories. One of the most influential contributions comes
from Herbert Paul Grice, whose theory of implicature explains how speakers often imply
meanings that go beyond what is explicitly stated. According to Grice, successful
communication depends on shared assumptions and cooperative principles between
participants. Another important framework is the theory of speech acts developed by John Searle.
This theory suggests that utterances perform actions such as requesting, promising, or warning,
rather than simply conveying information. In literary discourse, these speech acts are often
layered with additional meanings that reflect characters’ intentions and relationships.Discourse
analysis, as a broader field, considers language as a social practice. As a mentioned T.Djik works

3 J.Searle. Speech Acts: An Essay in the Philosophy of Language. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1969,
203 p.
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in detective narratives, discourse plays a particularly crucial role because information is often
incomplete, misleading, or strategically revealed. *This creates a dynamic interaction between
the text and the reader, who must interpret clues and infer meanings.The discourse in Fotima va
Zuhra is characterized by a high degree of indirectness and subtlety. Characters frequently rely
on implicature to communicate sensitive information without stating it openly. This indirectness
serves multiple purposes, including maintaining secrecy, expressing suspicion, and manipulating
other characters.For example, a seemingly simple question within a dialogue may carry an
accusatory tone or suggest hidden knowledge. Such instances require the reader to go beyond the
literal meaning and consider the context in which the utterance occurs. This use of implicature
enhances the detective quality of the narrative by encouraging active interpretation.Speech acts
also play a significant role in shaping the discourse. Commands, requests, threats, and promises
are not always explicit but are embedded within conversational exchanges. These acts reveal
power dynamics between characters and contribute to the development of tension within the
story. A polite request, for instance, may function as a subtle command, while a neutral
statement may imply a warning.In addition to implicature and speech acts, communicative
strategies are central to the narrative structure. Characters often withhold information, change
topics, or respond evasively to questions. These strategies create ambiguity and suspense, which
are essential features of detective discourse. The deliberate manipulation of information keeps
both the characters and the reader uncertain about the truth.The detective elements in Fotima va
Zuhra are closely tied to its pragmatic structure. Unlike straightforward narratives, detective
discourse thrives on uncertainty, misdirection, and gradual revelation.The language used in such
texts is carefully constructed to control the flow of information and guide the reader’s
interpretation.One of the defining features of detective discourse is the presence of ambiguity.
Characters’ statements often have multiple possible interpretations, and the true meaning is
revealed only later in the narrative. This ambiguity is achieved through pragmatic devices such
as implicature and indirect speech acts.

Another important function of discourse in detective works is the creation of suspense. As
works given by Stephen By limiting access to information and presenting clues in a fragmented
manner, the text engages the reader in a process of investigation.> The reader becomes an active
participant who must analyze the discourse to uncover hidden meanings.Furthermore, discourse
serves as a tool for characterization. The way characters speak, the strategies they use, and the
meanings they imply all contribute to their portrayal. A character who frequently avoids direct
answers may be perceived as suspicious, while one who speaks openly may appear trustworthy.
These perceptions, however, can be misleading, adding another layer of complexity to the
narrative.The analysis shows that pragmatic aspects are not merely supplementary elements in
the text but are central to its structure and meaning. The use of implicature allows the author to
convey complex ideas in a subtle manner, while speech acts provide insight into the intentions
and relationships of the characters. Communicative strategies, in turn, shape the overall flow of
information and maintain the reader’s interest.The interaction between these elements creates a
rich and dynamic discourse that reflects the complexity of human communication. In the context
of a detective narrative, this complexity is essential for building intrigue and sustaining
engagement. The reader is constantly required to interpret, infer, and reassess their understanding
of the text.

4T. Dijk. Discourse and Context: A Sociocognitive Approach. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2008, 267 p.
> Stephen C. Levinson. Pragmatics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1983, 420 p.
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Conclusion.In conclusion, the pragmatic analysis of discourse in Fotima va Zuhra reveals

the significant role of language in constructing meaning within a detective framework.
Implicature, speech acts, and communicative strategies work together to create a layered and
engaging narrative in which meaning is not always explicit but must be actively interpreted.The
study highlights that discourse in literary texts is not simply a medium of communication but a
powerful tool for shaping narrative structure, developing characters, and guiding the reader’s
experience. The findings confirm that pragmatic features are essential for understanding the
deeper meanings embedded in the text and for appreciating its artistic and communicative value.
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